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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Saskatoon Airport Authority (SAA) is in the process of developing an aeropark intended to drive local 

economic prosperity through aviation support activities on airport property. The aeropark will be 

located North of Hampton Village (see Appendix A), which is the second largest residential community 

in Saskatoon. SAA is committed to be a good neighbour to its community. As such, SAA formed an Ad 

Hoc Working Group of the Community Consultative Committee (CCC) to guide a structured 

consultation process in the development of this work with specific, affected stakeholders groups.    

The first information session was held with the Airport Community on June 15, 2016. A total of 18 

airport tenants were in attendance at the meeting. The meeting was held in the main boardroom of 

the Saskatoon Airport Authority. General information was presented and an informal question and 

answer period followed. 

The second information session was held at the Saskatoon Inn on June 29, 2016 for the General Public. 

A total of 23 local residents signed in at the event entrance. After a brief introductions from the Chair 

of the CCC, Stephen Maybury, the SAA President and CEO, presented specific elements of the 

proposed development. The attendees were then encouraged to visit the three information booths that 

were set up to learn more about the project. SAA Management and Board of Directors were available 

for discussion and encouraged the public to fill out feedback surveys. 

Several resulting themes were addressed through this consultation process including: vehicular traffic 

flow; esthetic appeal of developed lands; minimal noise level impacts; unchanged flight patterns; and 

distribution of project progress. Strategies have been developed and will be implemented throughout 

the development of the project to ensure general and specific feedback are incorporated. 

The feedback from the surveys was positive and indicated support of an aeropark development.  
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TENANT CONSULTATION  

SAA held a group consultation meeting inviting all of current SAA hanger tenants. In total, 67 people 

were invited via email and/or phone. A total of 18 people attended the meeting, representing the large 

and small hangars that are currently being used. 

Zach Berglund, Manager of Development for the SAA introduced the project concept. Following that, 

Phillip van Manen, Manager of Western Operations, Aviation with WSP/MMM Group; and Jeff Lo, 

Project Engineer at WSP/MMM Group provided information on the design and engineering. 

 Operational design limitations were outlined (such as setbacks, proximity to radar, airport 

boundary, and pertinent regulation) 

 Commercial and airside areas were identified 

 Vehicular access to Claypool Drive was identified  

 Taxiways and Apron configurations were described 

 Three separate aviation areas were defined for large, medium and small aircraft 

 Development phasing will be east to west 

The floor was then opened up for an informal question and answer period. The overall response was 

positive and the project was encouraged by the current tenants. Further details on the question and 

answer portion of the meeting can be found in Appendix B. 

The meeting was closed by encouraging tenants to contact the SAA with any additional comments or 

concerns. As of the date of this report, none have been received. 

 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

SAA utilized several forms of media to promote the community consultation meeting including direct 

mail outs, email, website postings, and a press release.  

TARGETED INVITATIONS 

The targeted community group were the residents of Hampton Village, which is located directly south 

of the proposed aeropark. In addition, SAA also engaged the residents of the Hudson Bay area 

community, located north of current airport operations. See Appendix C for a map of the targeted 

areas.  

A paper mail-out notification (see Appendix D) was arranged by SAA and sent through Canada Post, 

with delivery the week of June 10. The notification was issued in colour with dimensions of 6 inches x 

9 inches, printed on glossy paper. In total, the mail out was delivered to 2,380 residential homes. 

The City of Saskatoon was invited to the community consultation with targeted email invitation sent 

to the Mayor, City Councilors for ward 4 and 5, and representatives from the Community Services, 

City Planning, and the Transport and Utilities departments.  The Reeve and the Councilors from 

division 7 and division 8 of the Rural Municipality of Corman Park, which surrounds the airport, were 

also invited to the meeting. The North Saskatchewan Business Association and SREDA were also sent 

an email invitation. 
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SIGNAGE FOR CONSULTATION 

A sign was installed on June 7, 2016 on the fence of the area that the proposed aeropark will be built. 

The sign was installed along the SAA perimeter fence that runs parallel to Claypool Drive. It was 

clearly visible to traffic entering or exiting Hampton Village via Claypool Drive. The sign design can 

be found in Appendix E. Refer to Appendix F for a photo of the installed sign. 

PRESS RELEASE   

A press release was issued to SAA’s local media contacts on June 27, 2016 outlining the project and 

the community consultation objectives. See Appendix G for a copy of the full press release. 

WEBSITE NOTIFICATION 

Notification of the community consultation was posted on SAA’s website on June 14, 2016. The website 

page can be viewed in Appendix H. 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION AND COMMENT SESSION 

The community consultation was held on June 29, 2016 in the Canadian Room at the Saskatoon Inn, 

located at 2002 Airport Drive. The event ran from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. Merin Coutts, the Chair of the 

Community Consultative Committee from the Saskatoon Airport Authority’s Board of Directors 

welcomed everyone and introduced Stephen Maybury.  Mr. Maybury, Saskatoon Airport Authority’s 

President and CEO addressed the audience and provided a 15 minute presentation explaining the 

design, location and need of the conceptual aeropark. He also indicated that SAA strives to be a good 

neighbour to its surrounding community and, as such, it wants to hear the community’s feedback and 

be transparent with its plans. In addition, Mr. Maybury asked for the community’s assistance in the 

naming of the development. 

Following Mr. Maybury’s presentation, the audience was directed to three information stations set up 

in the room for more information and to gain insight to specific questions that they may have.  

The first station focused on the design and conceptual plans. Representatives answering questions at 

this stations were Zach Berglund, Manager of Development for the Saskatoon Airport Authority; 

Phillip van Manen, Manager of Western Operations, Aviation with WSP/MMM Group; and Jeff Lo, 

Project Engineer at WSP/MMM Group. Key messages from this stations included: 

 Limited land available for development of aviation and/or airport support facilities; 

 All planning is conceptual at this point with phasing and utilities/ infrastructure planning 

ongoing; 

 The conceptual plan includes an aviation reserve and commercial reserve. The commercial 

reserve was introduced to include a buffer between the residential development of Hampton 

Village and the aviation development;  

 A conceptual layout for the long term buildout of the development has been created to include 

allocations for a wide variety of aircraft; and  

 The development will be built in phases as demand requires. 
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The second station provided information on the economic development for the community. 

Representatives answering questions and inquiries at this station were Drew Britz, Vice President of 

Administration for the SAA and Les Prosser, Chair of the SAA Board of Directors. Key messages 

provided at this station included: 

 Airport development stimulates the economy by providing jobs and GDP growth; 

 Airport is managed, developed and operated by SAA, which is a Not-for-Profit Corporation;  

 Directly employs 1,300 Saskatoon and area residents; 

 Creates additional spin off employment of 3,100 jobs; 

 Generates $414 million in Gross Domestic Product for Saskatoon; 

 Over one year, one B737 flight per day (150 seat aircraft) generates 102 jobs, $3M in wages 

and $5M in GDP; 

 A 1% increase in flights creates a 0.88% increase in trade; 

 Over 65% of the residents of Saskatoon visit the airport annually; 

 Over 500,000 visitors annually, bring $123 million in GDP to Saskatoon; 

 Retail, Accommodation and Food are largest beneficiaries of visitor travel; 

 Self-funded public facility, operated without any Public tax dollars; 

 Major contributor to City of Saskatoon municipal property taxes; 

 Major contributor to Federal Government finances; 

 Growing to better serve our City and our Region; and 

 Commercial development will compliment community offerings providing potential services 

and jobs to the local community. 

The final station supplied general information on current operations and outlined how an aeropark 

will have an impact at the Saskatoon Airport. The representatives from this station were Andrew 

Leeming, Vice President of Operations Excellence; and Chad Hendricks, Duty Manager, both for the 

SAA. The key messages from this station focused on the following: 

 There is currently no additional hanger space left to provide the community with an 

opportunity to use the Saskatoon Airport; 

 There will be no change in flight patterns; and 

 There are currently no specific operations or tenants identified for the additional space. 

 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

The public was provided multiple opportunities to engage with the project and offer feedback. 

A town hall public forum (community consultation) was held with the community on June 29, 2016. 

Feedback surveys were handed out at and attendees were encouraged to fill them out and leave them 

with SAA as they left the event. In total, six (6) completed surveys were returned on June 29, 2016. 

The same feedback surveys were made available from June 29, 2016 through to August 15, 2016 on 

the SAA website. Social media notification and reminders (see Appendix I) to the public were made, 

encouraging more feedback. Two (2) additional completed surveys and one (1) general comment email 

was submitted during this timeframe.  
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FEEDBACK RESULTS 

Several resulting themes emerged including: 

1. Vehicular traffic flow;  

2. Esthetic appeal of developed lands;  

3. Minimal noise level impacts;  

4. Unchanged flight patterns; and distribution of project progress 

Over all, the feedback surveys submitted support the development of the aeropark. 

1. 100% of respondents support an aeropark development. 

2. 100% of respondents agree or are neutral in their feeling that a commercial development will 

be complimentary to an aeropark. 

3. 100% of respondents agreed that they appreciate being consulted about the project and would 

like information about future airport developments. 

4. 100% of respondents agreed or were neutral on wanting more information about the aeropark 

development. 

5. 75% of respondents feel the aeropark benefits were explained well. 

6. 88% of respondents agreed or were neutral in feeling that the Saskatoon Airport is a good 

neighbour. 

7. 63% of respondents agreed or were neutral that the information presented was clearly 

outlined. 

 

LESSONS LEARNED 

The informal presentation and comment session with the tenants allowed for constructive 

conversation around current and future requirements of the aeropark, as well as user feedback that 

will help in the final design. 

The presentation style that was used at the community consultation was informative and allowed the 

public to interact directly with SAA team members. This created an experience where the public could 

gather direct information and also provided an opportunity for the public to get to know their 

neighbour and more about who the SAA is. 

Table 1: Lessons Learned 

Task Challenge How To Improve 

Feedback 

survey forms 

Using a form that needs to be printed off 

and submitted is not the most user 

friendly approach to receive feedback  

Utilize google forms to create an online 

form that can be filled out and 

submitted from any computer or 

mobile device 

Opening the 

floor  

No microphone was available for use 

after the CEO’s presentation when the 

floor was opening for comment 

Ensure that a microphone is available 

for use at future events for when the 

floor is opening to comments after the 

initial presentation 
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Timing Lower community turn out than 

anticipated 

Identify the best season for community 

consultations and try to adhere to 

creating opportunities for more people 

to interact  

 

CONCLUSION 

Through the community consultation process SAA provided the local community with information 

about the proposed aeropark and received genuine and helpful feedback that will be used in the 

development of this project as well as future projects. 

The following table outlines the themes from the public, their concerns about the proposed aeropark 

plan, and identifies how SAA plans to address them. 

Table 2: Mitigation Strategy for Public Concerns 

Public 

Concern 

Impact from building an aeropark 

as presented 

Mitigation Strategy 

Traffic *Potential to increase traffic on 

Claypool Drive, which is one of only 2 

entrances into Hampton Village 

*Work with City, local RM’s, and 

community associations to provide access to 

aeropark with the least amount of 

reasonable impact to Claypool Drive 

*Potential to develop working committee to 

identify  

Esthetic 

Appeal 

*Creating commercial development 

facing north may leave unpleasing 

views to general public from south 

side 

*Use building position and landscaping to 

ensure new development is esthetically 

pleasing to community 

Noise  *Potential increase of noise from 

planes moving within new hanger 

space 

*Commercial buffer between public and 

aeropark 

*Strategic location of planes according to 

size with loudest planes placed closest to 

runway and furthest away from public 

areas 

*Continue to run within the parameters of 

the noise exposure forecast (NEF) 

guidelines 

 

Flight 

Patterns 

*Public concerns on changes in flight 

patterns due to increase of aircraft 

activity 

*Flight paths will not change 



 

 

 

9 

 

More 

Ongoing 

Information 

*Public expressed comments wanting 

additional information as the project 

progresses 

*Post updates as the project develops on 

website and social media 

 

The aeropark project is only conceptual at this time and will continue to be reviewed by SAA. As the 

potential development is a long-term project, there are still many aspects of the project that need to 

be researched. The next step is for SAA to continue with its due diligence efforts and feasibility study 

to determine how to best proceed. If a decision is made to advance with the development of an aeropark, 

the community will be notified and keep informed as the project moves forward. 

SAA considers this community consultation process to have been a success and sincerely appreciates 

all of the feedback, comments and suggestions that the public has provided.  
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APPENDICIES  

APPENDIX A: SITE LAYOUT 
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Airport Drive 



 

 

 

11 

 

APPENDIX B: TENANT MEETING Q&A 

Q: Why do we need the commercial area, why not all airside? 

A: Commercial area helps create a sound buffer; it offers amenities to residents in Hampton village; 

it’s a way for us to be “good neighbors” 

Q: Was the drive for this development primarily to service GA traffic? 

A: The need for this development was driven by demand for leasable airside property; our available 

property is becoming extremely limited. The land use within the development will be driven by 

demand. If the greatest demand is GA, SAA will prioritize the development phases accordingly. 

Q: Do you plan to have services available for all developments? 

A: The initial thoughts were to provide services (water, power, gas) for the entire development area; 

Services would be available to all tenants. Cost of land would reflect this. 

Q: Can an area be left unserviced for tenants who do not wish to have services (i.e. t-hangars)? The 

property tax alone on serviced vs. unserviced property makes a huge difference. 

A: We can look into zoning an area which has limited services (dependent on demand) 

Q: Will there be other services such as snow removal? 

A: SAA will continue to clear main taxiways; private aprons are the responsibility of the tenant. 

Q: How will fuelers get to this area? 

A: service road. 

Q: What is the timeline for this development? 

A: The design is scheduled for completion in 2016. Once design and estimates are complete, SAA will 

evaluate the capacity required to execute this development based on both our capital plan and demand 

for property. 

Q: Do you plan to have services available for all developments? 

A: The initial thoughts were to provide services (water, power, gas) for the entire development area; 

Services would be available to all tenants. 

General Comments:  

 Re-emphasis from tenants on the need for a run-up area – MMM (WSP) to look at some options 

for this. 

 Drew commented on how property taxes work, our relationship with the city of Saskatoon, and 

leasing. 

 Re-emphasis from tenants on the desire for un-serviced lease property 

 It was mentioned that helicopters should be limited to apron 7 and not be allowed in the new 

aeropark development. 
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APPENDIX C: COMMUNITY INTEREST AREAS 
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APPENDIX D: PUBLIC NOTIFICATION MAIL OUT 
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APPENDIX E: SIGNAGE DESIGN 
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APPENDIX F: PHOTO OF INSTALLED SIGN 
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APPENDIX G: COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PRESS RELEASE 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       June 27, 2016 
 

SASKATOON AIRPORT COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Saskatoon Airport Authority (SAA) is proposing an Aeropark development that will be located north of Hampton 

Village, which consists of expanding our hanger accommodations to meet the growing demand in Saskatoon. 

Transport Canada requests SAA to review this proposal with the nearby public, land use authorities and nearby 

registered and certified aerodomes.  

SAA’s current hanger space is at capacity and needs to grow.  The proposed location has been chosen due to 

its ability to be connected to the existing runway and taxi system. All future Aeropark developments will adhere 

to local building and fire codes and will comply with the Canadian Aviation Regulations. See conceptual design 

and location map in Appendix A. 

The Saskatoon airport currently generates $414M in GDP for Saskatoon, directly employs 1,300 Saskatoon and 

area residents and creates additional spin off employment of 3,100 jobs. The Aeropark development includes a 

commercial buffer that will be located between the hanger areas and Claypool Drive, which will result in job 

creation for the local community. The Aeropark will contribute to the growth of our airport and our community.  

With the initial conceptual design work being completed in 2016 and development plans to follow, SAA is 

engaging with the community from 7:00pm - 8:30pm on June 29, 2016 at the Saskatoon Inn in a public 

consultation process to assist in the progression of this project. 

SAA will be accepting comments until August 15. Feedback forms can be found on their website at www.yxe.ca. 

A final report will be completed by September 14 with results also available on the SAA website. SAA will respond 

to all reasonable and relevant concerns. 

-30- 

For more information contact:   

Stephen Maybury 
President & CEO 
Saskatoon Airport Authority 
306-975-6464 │ smaybury@yxe.ca 

 

 

About Saskatoon International Airport (YXE) 

Saskatoon Airport Authority is a partner in developing Saskatoon and Saskatchewan by operating a 

world-class airport that is connecting Saskatoon to the world. Saskatoon International Airport (YXE) 

saw 1,443,428 passengers in 2015, the second busiest year ever with an average five -year 

growth rate of 3.6%. A $53 million air terminal building expansion was completed in 2015. 

 

http://www.yxe.ca/
mailto:smaybury@yxe.ca
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APPENDIX H: WEBSITE NOTIFICATION OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
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APPENDIX I: SOCIAL MEDIA FEEDBACK REQUESTS 
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APPENDIX J: FEEDBACK SUMMARY 

 

Community consultation attendees 23

Community consultation feedback forms received 6

Feedback forms received online 2

Total feedback forms received 8

General feedback comments received from website 1

Design

I appreciate that I was consulted about this conceptual design. 8 8 100% 0% 0% 0%

I would like to be consulted about future Saskatoon Airport Authority 

development projects that may impact my neighbourhood.

8 8 100% 0% 0% 0%

The Aeropark will bring jobs to the community. 5 2 1 8 63% 25% 0% 13%

The information provided was clearly outlined. 4 1 2 1 8 50% 13% 25% 13%

The benefits of an Aeropark were explained well. 4 2 1 1 8 50% 25% 13% 13%

I would like to receive more information on details about how this 

project will be moving forward.

7 1 8 88% 13% 0% 0%

The Saskatoon Airport Authority is a good neighbour. 6 1 1 8 75% 13% 0% 13%

I support an Aeropark Development. 5 3 8 63% 38% 0% 0%

Percentage of total respondents 73% 16% 5% 6%

Operations

I believe the airport will do a good job to ensure that the development 

is visually appealing.

7 1 8 88% 0% 13% 0%

I feel that the operations of the Aeropark will have minimal impact on 

my lifestyle.

2 3 2 1 8 25% 38% 25% 13%

I feel that a commercial development will be complimentary to the 

Aeropark.

6 2 8 75% 25% 0% 0%

I feel that the airport does a good job of monitoring aircraft operations. 8 8 100% 0% 0% 0%

Percentage of total respondents 72% 16% 9% 3%

Additional comments

More information as development opportunities arise would be beneficial in further understanding the project.

Good luck with the project.

I've been please with the airport as a neighbour. We enjoy the planes, have no complaints about the noise and appreciate reduced traffic from having a large, non-residential neighbour.

Good job presenting business case. Concerns: continued consultation with interested groups; esthetic appeal of aeropark; will a berm, trees, landscaping enhance site and minimize loss of property value of Hampton 

residents; traffic monitoring/control key factor; coordination with Dream Development; adequate attention to noise, height restrictions; management of project; sustainability - suggestions for solar panels and sell energy 

back to grid.

I would appreciate having more than one meeting scheduled. One meeting does not cover everything and those who are interested cannot always attend. I would also appreciate having a letter to the home outlining the 

plan before the meeting. Also post meeting times at mailboxes. Development plans are often made ahead of time without community consultation. I have concerns regarding the traffic through the community and how to 

keep it safe.

Two main concerns: 1. While it may seem an exaggeration to many, it is true that such close proximity of the eastern portion of the Aeropark to the runway will cause a sense of unease and anxiety for businesses and 

patrons located there, especially those who have grown up in the prairie provinces and are used to everything having a wider berth.

I would highly encourage you to rethink the design of the Aeropark in order to provide a much larger buffer zone around the end of the runway.  Making it narrower west to east and adding another cul-de-sac to the north 

would likely make it a much more appropriate design.

2. In so far as the Aeropark will only add to the traffic demands being placed on the roadways in the area, its general location is simply a poor choice.  For the sake of the tenants and users of the Aeropark, a location with 

quick, easy, unfettered access to the rest of the city and the highways is what is needed.  

Percentage of 

total respondents: 

Disagree

Percentage of total 

respondents: No 

response

Percentage of 

total respondents: 

Neutral

Percentage of 

total respondents: 

Disagree

Percentage of total 

respondents: No 

response

Agree Neutral Disagree No response Total Responses Percentage of total 

respondents: Agree

Percentage of 

total respondents: 

Neutral

Agree Neutral Disagree No response Total Responses Percentage of total 

respondents: Agree


